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E-Safety 

Social networking opens up more threats to all users including: 

· Bullying by peers and people they consider ‘friends’ 

· Posting personal information that can identify and locate a child offline 

· Sexual grooming, luring, exploitation and abuse contact with strangers 

· Exposure to inappropriate and/or illegal content 

· Involvement in making or distributing illegal or inappropriate content 

· Theft of personal information 

· Leaving and running away from home as a result of contacts made online 

In order to safeguard all children within cricket and to avoid any misinterpretation of online activity by coaches/managers the Worcestershire Cricket Board Limited does not advocate social network contact between coaches/managers and children under 18. 

The following of adults in cricket by children and following children by adults on Twitter is strongly not recommended. 

If a coach/manager believes this is the best way to share information regarding the team – match times/venues etc they can set up a Facebook page in the name of the team which the children can then become members. Any photographs of the coaches will be representative of them and their phone numbers will be included in the page (as they are in the fixture book). 

All staff/volunteers at the Worcestershire Cricket Board Limited and users of WCBL services are expected to: 

· Take responsibility for their own use of communication and interactive technologies, making sure they use new technologies safely, responsibly and legally within the context of cricket 

· No communication device or service, including interactive communication services such as social networking may be used to bring the club, its members or cricket into disrepute 

· No communication device or service, including interactive services such as social networking may be used for inappropriate behaviour online within the context of cricket including the bullying or harassment of others in any form, defamation, obscene or abusive language, the uploading of material which is libellous, defamatory, obscene, illegal, shows nudity or is violent 

· Report any known misuses of communication and interactive technologies within the context of cricket, including unacceptable behaviour, inappropriate contact with children online and illegal content including sexual abuse/indecent images of children, according to the relevant club and ECB safeguarding policies and procedures 

· Be aware that any report of the misuse of communication and interactive technologies within the context of cricket will be investigated according to the club’s policy and procedures and may result in the club’s sanctions being enforced. Depending upon the seriousness of the incident legal action may be taken and where suspected criminal activity has taken place a report will be made to the police 

In addition to the above officers and appointed volunteers will: 

Take responsibility for their professional reputation in the online environment, making sure they follow e-safety advice, adhere to privacy and safety settings and report any concerns in accordance with club and ECB policies and procedures 
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Not ask for email addresses, mobile phone numbers or social networking profiles of junior members (less than 18 years of age) or search for junior members on social networking services/search engines without the prior consent of parents and in line with the club’s policy on the use of information including emergency situations 

Not develop an online relationship with a young player with the intention of meeting them offline to engage in sexual activity. Sexual exploitation, including grooming a child under the age of 16 for the purpose of meeting to engage in sexual activity, is a serious criminal offence 

Not view, possess, make or distribute sexual abuse/indecent images of children. This is a serious criminal offence 

If you have any concern about the use of social networking sites please report as follows: 

· Any concern: County Welfare Officer, Andy Wheeler: 07791 047073 or WCBWelfare@wccc.co.uk  

· Illegal sexual child abuse images should be reported to the Internet Watch Foundation (http://www.iwf.org.uk) and to the police. 

· Reports about suspicious behaviour towards children and young people in an online environment should be made to the Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (www.ceop.gov.uk). Law enforcement agencies and the service provider may need to take urgent steps to locate the child and/or remove the content from the internet. 

· Where potentially illegal material including sexual abuse or indecent images of children or activity is found or suspected on technology provided by, or where the club has access to, the evidence should be made secure and preserved. The police or the IWF can provide further advice on this when a report is made. In the case of reports about suspected illegal material including sexual abuse or indecent images of children held on personally owned devices by members the report should include where the suspected illegal material can be found e.g. a website address where possible.  

· Potentially illegal material, including sexual abuse or indecent images, should not be circulated or distributed within the club. Those involved in making a report should be kept to an absolute minimum. 
November 2018
 
Version 2 

April 2018

v. 2.1


